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= H I 7 Dikourle, ed ! in 
5 the Cathedral Church of 

. before the Judges and 
the Grand Jury, at the 5 
for the County of HERETORD, on 
Sosbar, the giſt» Day of Jury, 

1774 and printed at their. Re- 


ö ee is to them dedicated, 


By their moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 
' THEO, ME REDITH. 


Road: Avevsr 18, rr. 
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Wo 0 B Nix. 1 18s. 16, 17. 


I ju on righteouſneſs; WT it cloathed me: n 
Wt agment was as a robe and. a St 
das eyes to the blind, and | feet was I to, the 
lame —l Was a ; father to the poor: and the. 
cauſe which I knew not 1 ſearched out. 
And I brake the jaws of the wicked ; and 
e the foil o out 5 lis teeth. 


TN that fublime Kea from 8 chele 
words are taken, there is no paſſage 
more intereſting or more uſeful than the 
ſentence which 1 have read to you, and 
now recommend to your conſideration. 
And they are particularly adapted to the 


ſolemn occaſion on which we are now 
aſſembled; ſince, by the conſtitution of 
JP B this 


gratitude we owe to God, whoſe providenee 5 

hath placed us under the government of 
fuch laws, as are a rock and tower of de- 
fence ;—by whoſe. cover and protection 5 
I each of us may ſit in ſafety under his own 
vine and his own fig-tree: and that in duty 
to God, as well as regard to ourſelves, we 
are to live i in obedience to thoſe laws, an - % 
— e ourſelves to every ordinance, of man 


1 


chis country, the awful day is come, when 


juſtice is to be adminiſtered, within this 
province, ter all that ſtand in need of it; 
and when thoſe unhappy perſons, who have 


violated the laws, muſt give a neceſſary, 
however ſorrowful example of juſtice, in 
order to deter others from violence and 
rapine. 


This ſeaſon -rectſtitls us of the infinite 


or the Lords fake.” And at the fame time, 


ti folemnity muſt fill our minds with a re- 
verence for the laws themſelves; by bring- 
ing us to, refle& on the bapp y condition of 


thoſe WhO keep, and the wrechedneh of 7 
thoſe who break them, 


» ©, * 
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13 
Me ſhall alſo with pleaſure reflect on 
the honour, love and reverence which fol- 
low ſuch judges as exerciſe: the nobleſt of 
all functions, — That of diſtributing juſtice, 
with judgment, mercy. and faithfulneſs ; 
which. our Saviour declares to be * the 
* n matters of the. law,” 5 
It is not my intention to go into =D re- 
mote inquiry, who the author of the Book 
of Job was, They who attribute it to 
Moſes have many circumſtances in proof = 
of their opinion. But, wWhoever he was, it 
ppears he filled the office of the firſt civil 
magiſtrate. of his country. He ſays in this 
chapter, When Izvent out of the gate, through 
< the city, when I prepared, my. ſeat. in the 
& fret; the young men ſaw me, and hid them: 
© ſelves, and the aged aroſe and flood up: 
te princes refrained talking, and laid their 


& fand on their 'mouth-:: the: nobles held: their 


E heace, and their ton tongue. clequed' to the roof f 
& of their mouth.” — However; then, revered 
for. his perſonal virtue; however illuftri- 
ous his birth or however great his fortune; 
theſe are circumllances of ſtate and cere- 
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momy, that could not belong to tlie man, 
but to his ation only: which, by this de- 
ſcription, muſt have been That of ſupreme 
= Wn 1 of his country. e 
Ihe words, then, of my text very pro- | 
perly divide themſelves into two heads: 

I. The duty and virtues of a judge, 
whoſe real ornaments are, ability; integrity, 
patience, diligence. I put on righteouf- 
< neſs, and it cloathed me: my judgment 

f Was as a robe and a diadem: 4 the cauſe 

& which I knew. not-I ſearched Sul... 
20 f The other leads us into a comment 
1 on the properties of that law, which-GOD 


2 inſtituted for the government of his own 


g people. Under which we are Firſt to ob- 
| ſerve, the preciſ on and certainty of that 
law, which was Hes to the blind, and _ a Z 
+ lame. 5 
9 Secondly, the . of i it, in 566 pro- = 
tection of the hoor, as well as the rich: 11 7 
F was a father to the poor,” TD 
__ _-* Thirdly, in the reparation. of injuries, 
= and. the $ honing of innere : 4 1 brate 


ES 


40 the jaws of the wicked, and pluckt the ſpoil 
ce out of has teeth. A 
I. The hiſtory of the formation of the 
| Mem of the Moſaie law is thus circum- 
ſtantially, but briefly told in the Book of 
Exodus. When the Iſraelites were brought 
from Egypt, they found themſelves intirely | 
in a ſtate of nature; with no rule to guide 
them; no government to direct them. 
They did, what nature teaches men in ſuch 
a ſituation to do, they choſe for their dictator 
in whom God had choſen to be the inſtru 
ment of his providence ;—to deliver chem 
n a ſtate of the moſt abject ſlavery ;— 
to make them a free and independent 
people; and to put them in poſſeſſion of a 
1 | flowing with milk and honey. ' © 
We therefore find Moſes employed from 
morning until evening ſettling the differ. 
ences which aroſe among his people; and 
teaching them the rectitude of the judg- 
ments he pronounced“. In this employment 
his father- in- law · Jethro found him. But 
Jethro ſoon convinced him how unequal to 
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GOD, with . this great pro 


1 If. The covenant was equally. binding to 
the PRINCE and to the PEOPLE: and 
the bleſings of God promiſed to the obedient. 


(6) 


4 FEE important taſk any one man was, how- 
ever eminent for his wiſdom and integrity. 


He adviſed, therefore, © teach them ordi- 


* nances and laws, and fhew them the way 


of in whach they muſt wall. and frouide out 


« of all the people able men, — men of truth. 
cc hating couetoufneſs ; 1 and let them. Judge. the 
* people at all feafons, i zn every, ſmall matter? 
& but every great matter bring unto thee. : fo 


all it be eaſier for thyſelf, and th 
* bear the burden with thee.” _ 


| ſhall 
MOSES adopted this wiſe l | 


phet was 


permitted perſonally to converſe, not only 
approved the plan, but condeſcended tq 
write with his own hand. that code of law, by 


which his vice-gerent was to. govern his 
people; and not his bheoßle only, but him- 


and the curſes denounced, againſt the Dis 


obedient on the rulers Anden the ruled, al 
alike, 


30 


Of the plainnef and certainty of this lav, 
which God himſelf inftituted to guide the 
lives,—to' protect the Fortunes, and to en- 
ſure the ligerties of his people, (for where 
law is certain there is liberty eſtabliſhed); it 
will 'be unneceſſary for me to Tpeak : for 
the Book of Exodus, which contains the 
whole of it, is in the hand of every one of 
you: and every word and line of it is ſo 
expreſs, both its principles and its effects, 
that there is not one of you who hear me, 
chat does not ſee and comprehend the ſcope 
and tenor of a ſyſtem, which was all that 
governed this great nation, ſo diſtinguiſhed 
by the wiſdom of their policy, the luſtre 
of their atchievements, and the favour of ; 
their God. 5 
1 wilt only mention one bmple circum- 
de to ſhew the attention of the great 
CREATOR in making it known to every 
one, as a matter of public notoriety, That f 
He himſelf was pleaſed to give this order, — 
« Twov ſhalt write upon flone all the words 
Ka of this law vERY PLAINLY “:) or, as it is 


» Deut. xxvii, If 
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eg). 
expreſſed in the Book of the Prophet Ha - 
bak kuk, Make it plain upon tables, that 


je may run that readeth it x. In the plain- 
neſs, then, and certainty of this law, we ſee, 
and muſt for ever adore the goodneſs. of 


God in providing for the happineſs of his 
people. For, in his political ſtate, no man 


Dean poſſeſs ſo happy a privilege as that of 
knowing exactly and preciſely the tenure by 
which he holds his Property, his Liberty, 
his Life: and to be particularly informed of 
the way and the bounds wherein he is to 


go; and which if he never tranſgreſſes will 


preſerve him above the reach of all earthly 
= power and dominion ; wife; va or where there is 
© 70 TRANSGRESSION ans s is n LAW” and, 
under the government of equal laws, He 
tſiat walketh uprightly walketh ſurely.” 


In ſlates formed on theſe principles, * 


governed by theſe maxims does full liberty 
exiſt ; and is there moſt perfect, where the 
governors and governed are moſt ſtrongly 

bound by one equal rule; and that rule fo 
clear and ſo ſure, as to be, what this beau- 5 


* Habakkuk xi. 2. . 
5 5 flu = 


(to) 

ful and inſtructive metaphor deſcribes,” 
* "on to the blind and feet to the lame.” | 
II. The next bleſſed property of the di- 
vine law we are to take notice of is, Its ten- 
ny regard for, and protection of the Poor. 

For not only judicial ſeverity, but the 
moſs dreadful vengeance of Heaven is de- 
nounced againſt thoſe; who could injure 

and oppreſs ſuch perſons, as are in a fate 


to demand from thoſe who have the feel- 
ings of human nature, —compallion and 


charity and aſſiſtance; viz. the ſtranger and 
the fathetle and the widow. * THñO Hf 
& neither ver a firanger nor  oppreſs hm 
Nom ſhalt not aſſlic any widow nor father- = 
* leſs child. If thou afflidt them in any wiſe, 
* and they hall ery unto. me, I will ſurely 
Hur their cry ; and my wrath ſhall wax hot} 
and T will kill you with the ſword, and your 
* wives ſhall be whos and e children . I 
derte BIT 
And in regard to Wee porſons E. 
. bourka: under the difficulties of accidental 
; poverty, the Mofaic law makes this humane | 


1 en 1 Exodus xxii. 


C 5 _ pro- 


proviſion :—it not only. forbids the rich to 
take advantage of their diſtreſſes, and aggra- 
vate thera by extortion and oppreſſion; but 
commands thoſe who are in affluence to 
ſupply the wants of neceſſity. at an eaſy 
rate“ If thou lend money to any of my heo- 
« ple that i 2s poor by thee, thou ſhalt not be to 
* him as an uſurer ; neither ſhalt thou lay 
« * upon him uſury, if thou; AT ALL; tale 
* thy neighbour's ruiment to pledge, thou Halt 
deliver it to him by that the ſun goel . don: 
* for that is his covering only, — it is his 
© RAIMENT FOR HIS SKIN: — wherein hall 
” 55 he fleep ? And it shall come to aſs, that if 
& he crieth unto me 1 ill hear, - — deg Tam 
10 ©* gTACIONS." . „ 
Gracious, 1 are theſe r jy ; 
our great CREATORS univerſal benevolerice 
and attention, by which we all may ſee, 
| that the poor and needy are as much looked 
Upon by the eye of God as are the rich and 
great; fince the law inſtituted by Go 
Himſelf was indeed the guardian of the 
rich, and alſo a father. to to the for, 


( 
III. I am next to conſider the powers : and 
faculties of law, in making reparation for 
injuries, and ordaining the puniſhment of 
thoſe who commut violence and injuſtice :— 
I brake the j Jaws of the wicked, and pluckt 
ce the ſpoil out of his teeth. Moy Ot, 
By the Wicked here are meant all ſuch as 
| by force or rapine,—dexterity or cunning, 
5 = the weight of power or the over-bear- 
ing of a great fortune, ſeek to gain to them- 
ſelves) that which they know to be the right . 
So. an property of anotier. _ 
A The metaphor which ſo aft; charac- 
| teriſes theſe perſons is taken from the nature 
of wild and ſavage beaſts; whoſe properly - 
is to ſeize and raven-down whatever they : 
can make their prey. Such men, being re- 
ſtrained by no dictates of confience.—us 
fear of Gop, nor regard of men, Gop 
therefore put them under the government 
and correction of Law. — The Moſaic law 
gave a right to every man to take away the 
: Me of a 70er in defence of his own pro- 
perty. It likewiſe inſtituted a retribution of 


Pad wh or Fl e od" in — inſtances; and in all 
caſes 


( 12 )) 

cCaſes of injury or damage, ordained an ade- 
-quate remedy. _ 
* It were much to be wiſhed, chat! in all c ci- 


vilized ſtates, atonement for offences, by 


which no blood is 5hed, might be made with- 
out Shedding of blood. But perhaps the in- 


_ creaſe of offenders may make ſanguinary | 


punishments too neceſſary to alter the tenor 


of the laws in reſpect of life and death. But 
the Sufferer can never complain, when he 
| knows the forfeiture he incurs by the vio- 
lation of the law; ſince that violation is the 
reſult of his own depraved will and inclina- 


tion; preferring dangerous and arshoneft 
f "ona to thoſe honeſt and ſaſe ones, by 


which Providence has ordained that every . 
mortal may ſubſiſt with carefulneſs and 1 in 


duſtry. 


— 


If the 7 ER were executed without excep- 
tion or mitigation, there indeed might Hu. 
manity find frequent cauſes of complaint: 
but in tis country our conſtitution has pro- 
vided a cure for the rigour of law, in the 
mercy which is inveſted in the croꝛon; the 
_ Ceareſt attribute of the 6RActouvs PRINCE 
8 „ who 
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| who wears it; whom the law has bound by 
an oath to do what his own heart would 
impel him,— © to execute, judgment with 
_ mercy.” — They, who as JUDGES, are in- 
truſted with the execution of the laws, are 5 
bound by the obligation of that oath, and 
mult execute judgment with mercy .” for 
the end and aim of all penal law is, not to 
afflict a wretched criminal; but by punish- 
ment to prevent crimes. It acts not on a 
principle of revenge for offences committed 
but of Precept, and example, and admonition 
to do no wrong. 


Happy are the neople, Who under the 


5 providence of God, can live, —the Poor 
not ſubject to the oppreſſion of the Great ; 
the great protected from the rapine of the 
necefftous and poor here there is one— _ 
© power eſtabliſhed that * can break the 
*aus of the wicked, and luci the . out 
* of ſus _ 


But the ineſtimable beneſit of living un- : 


| der a government of law, ſuch as GoD ap- 
pointed, will more 
ing the contraſt th 


ſtrongly appear by ſhew- 
IJraelites experienced, 5 
when 
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when they not only fubraitted to, but re- 
quired, and impoſed 1 upon themſelves a — 
of abfolute monarchs. 
The manner in which this unnatural re- 
volution was effected, and the ignominious 
and hateful cauſe it ſprung from, are thus 
told in ſacred hiſtory.— Samuel, growing 
old, reſigned the government to his two. 
: ſons, JokL. and ABIA . And his ſons 2 
& walked not in his Ways ; but turned afide 
8 after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted 
& judgment. Tux all the elders of Tjracl | 


* gather, ed themſelves together, and came to Sa- 


* muel at Ramah, and faid unto him Be- 
Hold. ! thou art old, and thy fons v walk not in 
1 thy way © now make Us 0 King, 70 judge us 
« e other nations *. — Samuel would have bs 
difſuaded them from their wild deſign, and 55 
prayed unto the Lord. The Lord com- 
manded him, * If they were obſlinate, not 
4 to reſiſt their inclination, but warn them 
* of the wretched exchange they were de- 
Fr firous to make.” The prophet obeyed; 
and in a picture of tyranny more deſcrip- 


$1 Samuel viii. 


tive 


ee eee ; 5 ; , 1 * P 
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+ ( 15 ) 
tive than the eloquence of Greece or Rome = 
ever drew, endeavoured tO convince them; 
That to live by ONE Man's WIL, would 
become the MtszRY f Abl. Tus, he 
« ſaid, will be the manner of the King that 
te Shall reign, over yo He shall take your 
1 ſons, and appoint them for himſel If, for his 
* chariots, and to be his horſemen ; and ſome 
* Shall run before hs chariots. And he will 
„ ſet them to ear his ground, —to reap his ur-. 
* veſt; and to make his inſlruments of war; 
e and inſtruments of his chariots. ' And' hr 
ee will take your daughters to be his confetlion: 
© ares; and to be cooks and to be bakers. And 


e will take your fields, and your vineyards; 


&« and your  olwveyards, even the beſt of them, 
c and. give them to his own ſervants. Then 
* Shall ye cry out, becauſe of Your KINO 
zH ye have 71 you; but the LORD 
= & wall not hear you +," 10:1 
The people howeve er wete deaf to his re 
ns ;—they ſtill cried out, W 
„ WILL HAVE A KINO OVER US, THAT WE. 
* ALSO MAY BE LIKE OTHER NATIONS.” 


* Hooker, Book I. Sec: 10. + 1 Sam. viii. 


'F hey 


( 16 ) 

They felt not the bleſſed circumſtances 
of being UNLIKE other nations, that were 
enſlaved, when they were free. They forgot 
the diffinftion they bore, and the Jupertority 
they held, when Moszs exclaimed, —_ 
« Whom hath God fo nigh unto him !— 
«© What nation is ſo great,-—that hath ſta. 
< tutes and Judgments ſo righteous, as this 
<6 Law, which J ſet before your 
Thus fell the Iſraelites, © by. eng | 
« Gop, that He ſhould not reign. over 
< them ;” and reſorting to deſpotic power, 
rather than endure the depravity of their 
rulers.-——Weak and execrable men who 
for the infamous and ſhort-lived enjoyment 
of the wages of corruption, reduced them- 
— ſelves and their poſterity to ſlavery, and their 
r to irrecoverable rum. _ 

The Iſraelites had maintained thels tags 
: 4 about four hundred years: during 
which period, though they were obſtinate 
and un Wend though they tempted and 
provoked Gop, and often rebelled againſt 
him; yet as long as they adhered tothe go- 
vernment which He inſtituted, they never 
gens 355 


905 1 e 
loſt the favour of the Almighty. For, weak 
as their natural ſtrength, and inconſiderable as 
their numbers were ; — ſurrounded by po- 
tent, — innumerable enemies; their very 
preſeroation. was miraculous : But, what- 

ever power attacked them, was ſure to 
be repelled; and whatever my attacked, 

they conquered. - 
It is true, that in the reign of Davio, „ eir : 
national glory was at the higheſt pitch; but 

as it was owing to the perſonal abilities of the 
King, and his per ſonal favour with God, 
5 their greatneſs died with him. = 
In SoLoMONs reign, the arts flouriſhed, 5 


and luxury increaſed: but their ſtate dimi- e 


niſhed, till the ISRAELITES, 1 glorious 5 


as long as they were free, were not long be- 
fore they ceaſed to be a nation; and became, 


what they are at this day, a race of mere 


vagabonds, diſperſed over the face of the I 


Wer earth. 


II. My next -confidletation. goes to the — 


Pet and functions of the Magiſtrate : © I 
_ put on righteouſneſs and it cloathed me: 
0 * my Judgment v WAS as a robe and a diadem.” 
EQUALITY © 


1 
E UALITry being the very definition of 
JusTICE; and the rule and meaſure of law 
being alike to all men; tis adherence to 
that rule only, if tempered with patience, and 
ennobled by fortitude, that gives grace to the 
deciſions, — dignity to the office, — love and 
reverence to the perſon of: amdeds.-- on 
To ſay more of the duties of mat high 
ſtation would be impertinent and vain; 
fince 1 am ſpeaking 3 in the preſence of re- 
verend and learned Sages, whoſe own ex- 
ample teaches us better than precepts can, 
what the upright adminiſtration of juſtice 
is, and the conduct of Judges ought to be. 
I may not, however, ſtill be unſeaſon - 
ble for me to obſerve, that not only by the 
tencts of the Old Teſtament alone, but by 
the doctrine and example of our Bleſſed ES 
| Saviour and his Apoſtles, we are eojoined | 
a to a ſtrict obedience to the laws, and a cloſe 0 
=: adherence to the conflitution of our country, 
Z CnkIsT himfe if was a perfect pattern 
of the obſervance of every principle and 
12 of law . He came not to deſtroy the 


l vu to fu Il 1 it. Nor can any man be a 
good 
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good Chriſtian who is not alſo a good citizen; 


— a dutiful ſubject to his King, — A friend 


| and faithful ſervant to his country. 


St. Peter has given us a ſummary of our 


civil duties in this ſhort but compleat leſſon: 
Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of man 
* for the Lord's ſake. Whether it be to the 
© KING, as SUPREME ; or unte GoveRNoRs, 
«ag unto. THEM, that are ſent by HIM, 
« the punt iſhment. of EVIL. doers, and the 
 * praiſe of them that do WEIL. As free, and 
not uſing your liberty for a cloak of ma- 
"i « liciouſnels, but as the ſervants of Gor,” 
I) heſe precepts refer our minds to two 
conſiderations : — Ore, the preſervation « of 
that ſyſtem of or dinances, by which it is our 
birthright to be governed: — The other, to 
that particular obedience, which every man, 
in his own perſon, owes to the law; and 
which alone intitles him to the e > 
and benefit of it. 


Why, then, is it particularly our duty 


44 obey every ordinance of man for the 
8 Lords Lale l. ?P” — Becauſe it was the 
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gracious deſign of our great CA 
to make all his creatures happy. 


That form of government which provides 


beſt for happineſs, is, therefore, malt ac- 


cording to Gop's bleſſed wall. = 
It is our glorious diſlinion, as it was 


that of Tfrael, to enjoy, under Gop, the 
happieſt conſtitution upon earth. Should 
we give it up, we ſhould ſhew ourſelves 
regardleſs of the divine favours; and no 
longer deſerve to inherit them, As the 

Lord fd to Samuel: e they have not 
8 rejecled THEE, but ME, that F ” ould not 
reign over them? That is, in plain words, 
— When they threw off the law of 'Gop, 

| they were no longer the ſervants of God. 


1 ſhall not now enter into a diſſertation 


on the analogy betwixt that conſtitution | 
which Gop eſtabliſhed in Tfrael, and that 
which our anceſtors, under his Providence, 

L have tranſmitted to us. Whoever analizes 
will find them nearly the fame. — Let me 
only mark this great out-line that 1 is common 
to both. As Moſes, the vice-gerent of Gop, 

Was bound 10 the covenant, to adminiſter 


ment. 


( 21-) 
the law firifly as He received it: Þþ 13 
| the illuſtrious Prince. of this free country 
bound by his oath and compact, to main- 
tain inviolate the“ ' flatutes, Hs, and * 5 
f the realm 
And as the Moſaic law. ſorbad its go- 
vernors e to turn to the right hand or to the 
« left; fo our conſtitution allows no diſ- 
penfing power, — 10 deviation. from the | 
known law — whatever. 
_ Happy is it for Prince and People, that 
the good, amiable and religious Sovereign, : 
. __ we are bleſſed with, unites in his 
gracious perſon the wiſdom to diſcern — the 
virtue to acknowledge, and the piety to ad- 
here to the end and nature of his governe 


His is the DIVINE 3 ® to make a 
great nation happy. — Long may He enjoy 
that right! And, after Him, may His pofte- 
rity poſſeſs it till time ſhall be no more! 
Him, therefore, our Sovereign, it is ur 
ny to Ll 17 5 as free, and not ing our 
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« liberty for a cloak of maliciouſueſs, but as 
* the ſervants of GOD.” 
I is an impoſſibility much to be lues, 
that the bounds of liberty cannot be ſo 
marked, but that wicked and bad men will 

pervert it to the vileſt purpoſes. — Some, 
under the maſk of patriotiſm, purſue their 

own avaFice and ambition. Others abuſe 
the liberty of the preſs (that peculiar privilege) 
by making it a foul and wicked inſtrument 
of calumny : — traducing and inſulting 
magiſtrates 1 in their public ſtations; and not 
. permitting even private characters to reſt in 

quiet; but ſtriking at al men indiſerimi- 
nately with their invenomed daggers, which 
they carry under a cloak of maliciouſneſs, 

| wearing, at the fame. time, an outſide, 

| — ſpecious badge of liberty. Se 
Freedom, then, conſiſts, not in doing ; 
what we pleaſe againſt the commands of 
. Gop; but in keeping our conſciences void 

of offence towards Gop, and towards Man, 
. muſt keep the law : : — as by the 

law we hold our liberty ; „— if we break 1 it we 
ee our right. 


We 


4 
We muſt refrain from vice and immo- 
rality (for that man can have no genuine li- 
berty that is a ſlave to his own paſſions); and 
above all, do no act that can bring remorſe 
and trouble to ur minds. For, in order 


to puniſh. crimes which the law takes no i= 


Note off, there is a worm that never dieth, — 
preying upon the inmoſt heart of the guilty ; 
and teaching mankind, that the wicked, 
though they eſcape human Jun, cannot 
eſcape their Goo. : 

But, even theſe, by repentance, may be 

| reſtored to peace; © For to GOD belong 

s wmercies and forgweneſſes, though we have 
35 rebelled againſt him. 

To that GOD therefore be aſcribed, as 

are moſt due, all praiſe and thankſgiving, 
all glory and dominion, for ever and « ever. 
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